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are not carved. When the ground rail of Stupa II was erected,
the idea of decorating the railing in imitation of the wall paint-
ings occurred to the patrons, and the painters were evidently
given chisels to decorate the stones. The groups of figures and
flowers that are carved on the pillars of this railing are charac-
terized by balance and unity, and there is movement in the flowers
and the scroll-works. But the figures themselves are very crude.
This crudeness is evidently due to the decorator's lack of ex-
perience in handling the chisel. Later on, when the gateways of
the Great Stupa were being carved, a beginning was made to remove
this defect in the decorative sculptures of the ground rail of
Stupa II. We find two of the pillars of the eastern entrance of
the ground rail recarved and redecorated with figure sculptures of
superior artistic quality. Even when the left pillar of the south gate*
\vay of the Great Stupa was being decorated, the carving, according
to the inscription above, was done by the workers in ivory of Vidisa,

The gateways of Sanchi show an all-round progress of decorative
sculpture following a long course of development as compared to
the sculptures of Bharhut, which are described below.

The well-balanced compositions together represent the har-
monious unity that the Buddhist worship establishes among all
creatures, including man. They visualize the Buddhist conception
of universal brotherhood that is not confined to man, but includes
all creatures liable to birth, death and rebirth.

Bhopal has its own Department of Archaeology, the present
Superintendent of Archaeology being Mr. Muhammad Hamid.

(ii) NAGOD: BHARHUT STUPA

Nagod is a state in Central India, small in area (about 501
square miles), but rich in antiquarian remains.   The remains of the